
Gerald Arthur "Jerry" Ness
September 14, 1936 - July 24, 2022

Gerald Arthur Ness, age 85, passed away on Sunday, July 24, 2022, in
Tallahassee, Florida. Jerry was born on September 14, 1936, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. He was the son of Marguerite and Lloyd Ness and was the brother
of Allen Ness (Diane) and Richard Ness. He was preceded in death by his
sister Patricia. 

 

At the age of 18, Jerry enlisted in the United States Navy, which began a 26
year career, as a Chief Hospital Corpsman. During his service, he was
stationed many places but he especially enjoyed his time in Bahrain and in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. In 1978, his final orders brought him to Tallahassee,
Florida, where he later retired. 

 

He is survived by his loving wife of 55 years, Sandra Jokinen Ness; his son
Eric Ness (Malin) Sweden; and his daughter Jennifer Ault (Scott) Tallahassee,
FL. He was very proud of his grandchildren: Katie (Washington, DC), Jack
(Charleston, SC), Cole (Tallahassee, FL), Emelie (Sweden) and Ellinor
(Sweden). 

 

Jerry always had a smile on his face, and everyone became his friend. The



following words he read every morning: 
 This is your life. Find a passion and pursue it. Fall in love. Dream big. Drink

wine, eat great food and spend quality time with good friends. Laugh every
day. Believe in magic. Tell stories. Reminisce about the good old days but look
with optimism to the future. Travel often. Learn more. Be creative. Spend time
with people you admire. Seize opportunities when they reveal themselves.
Love with all your heart. Never give up. Do what you love. Be true to who you
are. Make time to enjoy the simple things in life. Spend time with family.
Forgive even when it’s hard. Smile often. Be grateful. Be the change you wish
to see in the world. Follow your dreams. Try new things. Work hard. Don’t
count the minutes count the laughs. Embrace change. Trust in yourself. Be
thankful. Be nice to everyone. Be happy. Live for today. And above all… Make
Every Moment Count. 

 

Graveside military services with full honors will be held 10:00 a.m. Monday,
August 15, 2022 at Tallahassee National Cemetery. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial donations to Sweat Therapy
Fitness, 1122 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, FL 32303. Please write “RSB
Scholarship Fund” in the memo line. Jerry enjoyed his Rock Steady Boxing
classes, which were instrumental in helping him live with Parkinson’s. He
considered the staff and all classmates his friends. 

Susie Mozolic of Bevis Funeral Home is assisting the Ness family with their
arrangements. (www.bevisfh.com 850-385-2193)



Previous Events

Graveside Service

AUG 15. 10:00 AM (ET)

Tallahassee National Cemetery
5015 Apalachee Parkway
Tallahassee, FL 32311



Tribute Wall



BD

GO

August 09, 2022 at 04:54 PM

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family
of Gerald Arthur "Jerry" Ness.

BARRY OR LINDA DODSON - August 07, 2022 at 01:53 PM

Jer, we couldn't have known in January, 1970, just how momentous
that month would become. One Sunday we met you and Sandy
after a church service on the deck of the USS Valcour in Bahrain.
You invited us to your home for breakfast, and that was just the
beginning. Your love of photography helped memorialize many
shared trips and adventures from Tehran to Rome to, finally, Sanibel
Island. Barry still has a bottle of scotch to share with you, and Linda
remembers the dark German beer you would bring her. Your prize-
winning painting of the sandhill cranes will always have a prominent
place in our home. Your kind, gentle, thoughtful and empathetic
spirit we will miss forever. Our lives were far richer because of you,
Dear Friend. Barry and Linda Dodson

Gene Van Ormet - July 28, 2022 at 11:30 AM

Couldn’t ask for a better friend and companion. We had many family
outings when our kids were young ( camping, playing ball in the
pasture, and cookouts). As the children grew up we continued our
get togethers with lots of good food and travels. Jerry so loved
those times. He will be missed so much by our family. Gene, Amy
and kids
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