
H. Duane Mitchell
July 12, 1929 - January 9, 2026

H. Duane Mitchell, 96, entered into eternal rest on January 9, 2026. Born in
Sacramento, California on July 12, 1929 to Harvey W. and Pearl Mitchell,
Duane spent his childhood in Sacramento showing a keen interest in building
and creating things starting with a boxcar. As a young man he attended
Sacramento State College preferring technical courses that led him to a
career in engineering. He enlisted in the Air Force and then the Army and
served his country fighting overseas in the Korean War. While stationed in
Michigan, he met and married Ann Osterman where they soon began a family.
After being honorably discharged as a Corporal, they moved to Sacramento
continuing to add to the family with three more children. Duane started work at
Aerojet General and enjoyed the Sacramento life learning to scuba dive and
honing his building skills building a 28’ boat that would bring he and his family
joy for many years. Aerojet general built and produced missile engines and as
NASA began the Race to Space, Aerojet General offered Duane a job in Cape
Canaveral Florida to join in what he later described as a “once in a lifetime
opportunity“. When his NASA days peaked with Apollo 11 and landing the first
man on the moon in 1970, Duane moved his family to Tallahassee Florida for
his next chapter. Newly employed by the State of Florida, he continued to find
new ways to enjoy the water taking the family snorkeling on the Wakulla river,
tubing on the Ichetuckne river, and scuba diving offshore. Skilled at many
things, Duane scuba dived in the Wakulla River uncovering numerous
arrowheads, a native hand painted bowl and significant remains of a



Mastodon including a molar and some tusk, all of which was donated to the
Tallahassee Museum. 

 

In 1975 Duane married Margaret Mitchell adding to the family her daughter
Sherry, and her husband Gary. Margaret also enjoyed his passion for the
water which they enjoyed for many years. They traveled often to their St.
Simon’s Island getaway later relocating to a new place in Panacea, Fl. Family
was always welcome, children and grand children came to swim in the pool,
visit and enjoy a family dinner at Angelo’s afterwards. Throughout the years
they traveled to California visiting Duane’s family in Sacramento with side trips
to San Francisco and Las Vegas. They also enjoyed making time to visit
friends and family in Germany at Christmas and as Christians, they made a
pilgrimage to The Holy Land, Israel. He made a profession of faith at his
Methodist church describing how he came to believe in God’s salvation
through Jesus Christ. 

 

In his retirement, Duane was a member of the EAA (Experimental Aircraft
Association) and used his engineering skills to build ultra light kit planes as
well as flying them to “Fly In’s” meeting other enthusiasts to see what they
were building. Also an avid member of the NRA, Duane enjoyed target
practice and attending gun shows in his spare time. 

 

Following Margaret's passing in 2017, Duane moved to The Grove at Canopy
Senior Community with his beloved companion Sophie, a teacup Yorkie, and
began a new chapter of making friends and enjoying life at a slower pace.
There he made many new friends he grew to know and appreciate and
Sophie quickly became the darling of the community. He enjoyed getting out
and about for gun shows, art classes at the Senior Center, trips to St Marks,
Merritt Island (Cape Canaveral) and as always, family dinners at local
restaurants. 

 



He is survived by his five children: Joseph Mitchell (Ann), Patricia Mitchell
Ramsey (Lake, deceased) , Carol Mitchell Kaye (Patrick), Mike Mitchell (Cindy
Beagle )and his stepdaughter Sherry Walker (Gary Bryant), as wells as too
many beloved nieces, nephews, grandchildren and great grandchildren to
name. 

 

Niki Carney of Bevis Funeral Home (www.bevisfh.com or 850-385-2193) is
assisting the Mitchell family with their arrangements.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

JAN 15. 10:00 AM (ET)

Bevis Funeral Home & Crematory
200 John Knox Road 

 Tallahassee
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Reception will immediately follow the service in the event room.

Committal Service

JAN 15. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

Tallahassee National Cemetery
5015 Apalachee Parkway
Tallahassee, FL 32311
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January 14 at 09:57 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of H. Duane Mitchell.

January 13 at 06:33 PM

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family
of H. Duane Mitchell.

January 13 at 08:02 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of H. Duane Mitchell.

Guy and Mary Farmer - January 13 at 08:02 AM

Guy and Mary Farmer planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of H. Duane Mitchell.

https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 12 at 04:38 PM

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for
the family of H. Duane Mitchell.

January 12 at 02:41 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of H. Duane Mitchell.

Emmett Reed & the FHCA Team - January 12 at 02:41 PM

Emmett Reed & the FHCA Team planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of H. Duane Mitchell.

Haley Harley & Family - January 12 at 01:11 PM

Haley Harley & Family purchased the Florist Choi
ce Bouquet for the family of H. Duane Mitchell.

https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Katie Mitchell - January 12 at 12:53 PM

Katie Mitchell purchased the Beautiful Dreams for
the family of H. Duane Mitchell.

Katie Mitchell - January 12 at 12:53 PM

Katie Mitchell planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of H. Duane Mitchell.

January 12 at 10:43 AM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of H. Duane Mitchell.

https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

