Henry McLeod "Buddy”
Underwood

October 16, 1940 - May 29, 2021

Buddy Underwood peacefully passed away surrounded by his family on May
29, 2021. He was 80 years old. Buddy was born October 16, 1940 and was a
lifelong resident of Tallahassee and a 1960 graduate of Leon High School.
Buddy was well-known for his skillful wit and as a fan of practical jokes, and
expressed his love through his protective nature, concern for the safety of his
family and colleagues, and frequent calls with his grandchildren. He was an
avid golfer, loved the outdoors and his many dogs that were treated as family
members over the years.

Buddy served in the Florida National Guard for several years after high
school, married his high school sweetheart Duane Eubanks and enjoyed over
50 years of marriage. In 1965, Buddy began a successful 32-year career in
Telecommunications Engineering and retired from Sprint-Centel
Telecommunications in 1997. After his retirement, he managed several
engineering contracting companies.

Buddy was an active member of the Tallahassee Sunrise Rotary Club and
served as Chairman and Director of several committees. He was recognized
for distinguished service to the Special Olympics activities. For many years his
friends would find him starting the day at Manny’s Restaurant sharing jokes
and coffee.

After living in Tallahassee most of his life, Buddy and his wife Duane moved to
Havana, Florida. He enjoyed playing golf and attending the Waterin’ Hole with
their many friends. He continued to remain in close contact with his Leon High



School classmates with whom he cherished many long friendships.

Buddy was predeceased by his mother, Gladys Loretta Wetzel Underwood,
and his father Henry McLeod Underwood, Sr., and his two sisters Doris
Gladys Reed of Atlanta, GA and Ruby Loretta Johnson of St. Petersburg, FL.
He is survived by Evelyn Duane Underwood, his two daughters, Darby Palmer
(Greg) and Ramsey Lawless, six grandchildren: Reagan Evelyn Palmer,
Robert Gavin Palmer, Payton Elise Palmer, Caroline McKay Lawless, Joseph
Martin “Tripp” Lawless lll, and Henry McLeod Lawless, his dearest cousin
Shirley Wilson (Dave) and family, niece Susan Reed, nephews Mark Reed
and Bruce Johnson and their families, and friend and caretaker Gloria
Maddox. Buddy had a close relationship with each of his grandchildren who
called him “G-Daddy”. A highlight for him was when his 6th grandchild
became his namesake — Henry McLeod Lawless.

There will be a graveside service for the family. In lieu of flowers, please
donate to the Tallahassee or Gadsden County Humane Society.

Kelly Barber of Bevis Funeral Home (850-385-2193 or www.bevisfh.com) is
assisting the Underwood family with their arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Tallahassee Memory Gardens

4037 North Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32303



Tribute Wall

Buddy, was always fun to be around. Always laughing and teasing.
He was faithful to attend the class luncheons, it was always great to
see him there with his positive attitude. Duane and family, | know it
isn’t easy losing Buddy but he will always be a great memory.

You are in my thoughts.

Vicki Brown Fuqua

Vicki B. Fuqua - June 01, 2021 at 12:54 PM

Thank you Vicki- your words give us comfort and strength. You are a
long-time special friend -- love you so much, Duane

Evelyn Duane Underwood - June 11, 2021 at 08:29 AM

| worked with Buddy for many years at the telephone company and
it was an honor to have known him. He was a great telephone
brother and a pleasure to work with. I'll miss seeing you old buddy.
God's comfort and peace to the family.

Joe Richardson

Joe Richardson - May 31, 2021 at 07:56 AM

Buddy and | were co-workers at the telephone company as well as
friends for many years. Even though we have not been close in recent
years, | will miss him and our phone conversations. May God bring
peace and comfort to you, his Family and friends during this time of
grieving.

Merrill Detweiler - May 31, 2021 at 08:37 AM



Buddy was a good friend. Played many rounDs of golf with him. He will
certainly be missed | said many a prayer for him after his stroke God
bless.

TJDavis - May 31, 2021 at 09:06 PM

Buddy was a good man and boss. Prayers to the family.

Cindy Wommack - June 01, 2021 at 07:14 AM



