Judge Rufus Olney Jefferson

September 3, 1925 - June 22, 2016

Judge Rufus Olney Jefferson passed away peacefully at his home in
Tallahassee Wednesday, June 22, 2016, surrounded by his family. He was 90
years of age.

The family will receive friends Sunday, June 26, 2016 from 1:00 PM until
service time at 2:00 PM in the Narthex of Saint Paul's United Methodist
Church in Tallahassee. Burial, with military honors will follow at Roselawn
Cemetery. Gifts in memory of Judge Jefferson may be made to Big Bend
Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32308.

Born September 3, 1925 in Tampa, he was a graduate of Hillsborough High
School, Class of 1943. Following his service in the United States Navy during
World War Il, he graduated from Florida State University in 1949 and from the
University of Florida School of Law in 1952. He has been a member of the
Florida Bar since 1952.

Mr. Jefferson served as an Assistant Attorney General for Florida from 1952 to
1955 and as a legal assistant to the Governor from 1955-1957. He served as
Leon County Juvenile Judge for 16 years and was the author of “Florida
Juvenile Law 1972”. He was a member of the Juvenile Judges Association
(past President), the Florida Council of Crime and Delinquency (past State
President) and past Chairman and member of the Florida Bar Rules
Committee on Juvenile Rules of Court.

He was a longtime member of Civitan and the Tallahassee Bar Association, as
well as serving for more than 50 years as a Board Member of the Apalachee



Community Mental Health Services. He was also a charter member of Saint
Paul's United Methodist Church, where he served as a Sunday School
teacher for more than 20 years.

Mr. Jefferson was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Barbara “Becki”
Jefferson; his parents, Rufus W. and Laurel M. Jefferson; and his brother,
Cyrus M. Jefferson.

Survivors include five daughters, Daryl J. Wagner (Deryl) of Brandon, FL and
Caryl A. Jefferson, Susan L. Jefferson, Laurel J. Rauschenberg (Jeff) and
Barbara R. “Barbie” Jefferson, all of Tallahassee; six grandchildren, Jennifer
W. Pope (Scott), Arminda G. Williams (Jason), David J. Wagner, Robyn M.
Walters, Matthew D. Wagner (Kalee) and Wendy L. Walters; and five great-
grandchildren, Cody Ward, Haidyn Ward, Jaisley Williams, Roma Pope and
Ashton Wagner. Also surviving is his sister, Margie Cook of Houston, TX.
Rocky Bevis of Bevis Funeral Home (850/385-2193 or www.bevisfh.com) is
assisting the Jefferson family with their arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Roselawn Cemetery

815 West Piedmont Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 26. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Saint Paul's United Methodist Church
1700 North Meridian Road
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Service

JUN 26. 2:00 PM (ET)

Saint Paul's United Methodist Church
1700 North Meridian Road
Tallahassee, FL 32303



Tribute Wall

I enjoyed meeting and working with Mr. Jefferson on the one case
we had, and eating together at Waffle House afterward. He was a
very interesting man.

Timothy H Wells - June 24, 2016 at 10:41 AM

Cathy Frazier lit a candle in memory of Judge ]

Rufus Olney Jefferson

Cathy Frazier - June 23, 2016 at 08:49 PM

To the family of Rufus Olney Jefferson,

I am sorry for your loss. May you find comfort in knowing that
"Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are
crushed in spirit." (Psalm 34:18) With sympathy,

kelsey lee - June 23, 2016 at 02:53 PM

Dear cousins, please know you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Sincere condolences from all your Cayman Islands family. We loved
him so very much. May his soul Rest In Peace.

Love,

Cathy & Jerry, Maureen, Maxine, Pansy, Attlee & Patti, Patsy Ruth &
Ducan, Patricia & Eldon, Aline & Ceibert, Chasteen & Robert, Deanna,
James and Shirley, Mary, Betty Lou & Bob, Cecile, Pauline & Merrill,
Zelma Lee, Orren & Joy, Julie & Rene, Burns, Geoff & Sue, and our
families.

Cathy Frazier - June 23, 2016 at 08:48 PM



