Sally Ann Papageorge

December 17, 1940 - February 19, 2023

Sally Ann Papageorge, 82, of Tallahassee, Florida passed away peacefully
with family by her side on February 19, 2023, with the strength, courage and
love of a valiant hero. She leaves behind to cherish her memory her loving
husband Mike and children Guy, Marc and Dena, along with her six grandsons
and a great granddaughter.

Sally Ann was born on December 17, 1940, to Clarence and Sally Welling in
Orlando, Florida. She graduated from Boone High School in Orlando in 1958
where she was Salutatorian and Secretary of her Senior Class. She also
enjoyed being a cheerleader, Editor of her school newspaper and President of
the Spanish Club. After graduation, she attended Santa Barbara Community
College majoring in elementary education.

On February 21, 1962, she married the love of her life, Mike Papageorge, in
Warner Robins, Georgia. She met Mike at the USO Club at the Robins Air
Force Base where Mike was stationed and she was teaching dance lessons.
She loved her husband Mike and she loved being a spouse in the military.
Mike’s service took her to places she had never experienced including
Germany, Spain, Italy, France, Switzerland, Holland, Hong Kong and Greece.
Greece was her most favorite place (and her husband Mike’s homeland) and



they had a wonderful and idyllic life when they lived there for seven years.
Sally Ann and Mike and their children moved to Tallahassee in 1977 to be
closer to family. Upon arrival in Tallahassee, they opened the Grecian Urn Gift
Shop that featured beautiful imports from their many travels. In 1979, Sally
Ann became a real estate agent and she worked for Bestsellers Realty (which
eventually merged with Coldwell Banker). Sally Ann stayed involved in the
real estate business into her 70s. Sally Ann had a natural gift for sales, loved
her real estate family and enjoyed mentoring colleagues throughout her
career.

One of Sally Ann’s numerous talents was her beautiful voice. She loved
singing in the Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church Choir and was a
member of Voces Angelorum, which means “voices of angels”. Sally Ann truly
had the voice of an angel and singing brought her so much joy.

Sally Ann had a variety of interests and talents that made her always fun to be
with and interesting to talk to. She was a Scrabble wiz, a talented athlete in
softball and basketball, a beautiful writer and excelled in anything musical,
including the ability to play the piano by ear. Sally Ann was a wonderful friend
to many and she always treated her friends like family. She had many
treasured friends throughout her life that were so very meaningful to her.

Sally gave lovingly to anyone who needed their spirits lifted, most often the
elderly and those struggling in life. Sally Ann loved arranging and gifting
flowers to friends and family, especially the ones grown by Mike in their back
yard. She was a talented baker as well and loved sharing this gift with
everyone. She had special recipes that she loved preparing with her family



and has passed these down to her children and grandchildren. They are all
left with so many happy memories because of how lovingly she gave.

When they arrived in Tallahassee, Sally Ann and Mike joined the parish of the
Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church. They loved their church
community and made so many wonderful friendships through their church. A
fun memory was when Sally Ann and a dear friend started the “Forever
Young” group for the 60-plus crowd at their church. They celebrated birthdays
by hosting parties with meals, bingo and prizes and a fun time was had by all,
especially Sally!

One of the most joyful, happiest parts of Sally Ann’s life was her six
grandsons, and she was thrilled when she was blessed with a great
granddaughter in 2021. She was forever proud of her grandsons and loved
nothing more than spending time with them, sharing treasured memories,
hearing about their lives and cheering them on in all of their pursuits.

Sally Ann and Mike had a long, happy life together and were married for 61
years. They delighted in each other’s company and loved sharing coffee time
in the mornings, long and philosophical conversations about world affairs and
current events, and just enjoying life together.

Being a mother to her three children was at the absolute core of who Sally
Ann was and she poured her life and love into them. Her children all have no
doubt that she was the best Mom ever and they all feel incredibly blessed to



have had her love, devotion and never-ending support.

She is survived by her loving husband Mike Papageorge, her three children,
Guy Papageorge, Marc Papageorge and Dena Papageorge Strickland; her six
grandsons, Michael Papageorge, Geoffrey Strickland (Morgan), Nicholas
Papageorge, Alex Strickland, Andreas Papageorge, Matthew Papageorge;
and her great-granddaughter Madison Leigh Strickland (parents Geoffrey and
Morgan). She is also survived by her brother Arthur Welling and her sister
Faith McAllister.

The family will receive friends from 4:00PM until 5:30PM on Thursday,
February 23, 2023, at Bevis Funeral Home, 200 John Knox Road, with the
Trisagion following at 5:30PM. The funeral service will be at 11:00AM on
Friday, February 24, 2023, at Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church
with interment at Oakland Cemetery. The traditional Makaria Meal will follow
the interment back at the church Parish Hall. In lieu of flowers, gifts can be
made to Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church, Boys Town North
Florida and Big Bend Hospice, who so lovingly took care of her and her family
at the end of her life.

Rocky Bevis and Kelly Barber of Bevis Funeral Home (850-385-2193 or www.
bevisfh.com) are assisting the Papageorge family with their arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Oakland Cemetery

838 N Bronough St
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Previous Events

The Family Will Receive Friends

FEB 23. 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM (ET)

Bevis Funeral Home & Crematory
200 John Knox Rd

Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 385-2193

Trisagion

FEB 23. 5:30 PM (ET)

Bevis Funeral Home & Crematory
200 John Knox Rd

Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 385-2193

Funeral Service

FEB 24. 11:00 AM (ET)

Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church
1645 Phillips Road
Tallahassee, FL 32308



Makaria Meal

FEB 24. 1:00 PM (ET)

Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church
1645 Phillips Road
Tallahassee, FL 32308



Tribute Wall

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 25, 2023 at 05:23 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 11:11 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 06:50 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 06:41 PM


https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 04:32 PM

Kim Walton, NOW CFO purchased the Arrive in S
tyle for the family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

Kim Walton, NOW CFO - February 23, 2023 at 02:51 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 11:24 AM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 10:27 AM


https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 23, 2023 at 09:30 AM

Shawn, Angie, Chase, Brax & Grace Henley
purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for
the family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

Shawn, Angie, Chase, Brax & Grace Henley - February 22,
2023 at 07:54 PM

A Full Life was purchased for the family of Sally
Ann Papageorge.

February 22, 2023 at 03:23 PM



https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sally Ann was my older sister of ten years. She was loved by
everyone who met her. When | was little, and she was a teenager,
she would have friends over and | would love “hanging out” with
them. She was always sweet to me and let me be a part of them. At
times, when we were alone, she would tell me the poem Between-
Two-Loves by Thomas Augustine Daly. | loved the way she put her
heart and soul into the words. | could never get enough of watching
her and listening to the way she pronounced them. | would ask her
to say it over and over, and she would just for me.

Sally Ann, | can’t wait to be with you again. | will know how to find
you because it will be the brightest place to look for your beautiful
smile. | Love you!

Faith McCallister

Faith McCallister - February 22, 2023 at 02:56 PM

| have such wonderful memories of Sally Ann when we were growing
up.

| thought she was so beautiful. The day she was crowned Homecoming
Queen at Boone Highschool, and being chosen to christen the new
fountain at Lake Eola in Orlando! Being six years younger than she, |
was always in awe of her! Her beauty, intelligence, charismatic
personality, smile, laughter and fun spirit will always be remembered! In
recent years we lived in different states but stayed in touch. You were a
blessing to our family and hold special memories my sweet stepsister!
Love, Carol Motte

Carol J Motte - February 23, 2023 at 04:51 PM

My aunt Sally loved me and was so kind to me during my childhood, |
know she is in heaven with the angels. | left Florida after university, and
I've missed her all of my adult life. Aunt sally I love you so much and |
miss you.

Peter - July 07, 2024 at 06:49 PM



Divine Light was purchased for the family of Sally
Ann Papageorge.

February 22, 2023 at 02:45 PM

A loverly lady inside and outside! Burt Hayner

Burt Hayner, PsyD - February 22, 2023 at 11:34 AM

Mike, Lambros and | are so saddened to read of Sally’s passing.
She was a wonderful caring person who will be greatly missed. We
still remember meeting you both at the Grecian Urn in Market
Square Village and still have the Greek Cap purchased for Lambros
some 45 years ago. Our prayers to you and your family — You both
are forever in our hearts.Lambros and Donna Tterlikkis

Donna - February 22, 2023 at 08:17 AM

Ms. Sally Papageorge was a beautiful candlelight that lit up every
space she went. | will miss her. She genuinely loved and cared
about people and was the 'somebody who made everyone feel like
somebody'. She is watching out from above now. Thank You Mrs.
Sally. Loma Garland

Loma Garland - February 21, 2023 at 04:03 PM


https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1451&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Sally Ann Papageorge.

February 21, 2023 at 01:48 PM


https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bevisfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

